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cer, without stating the fact that removal of the inguinal glands must 
necessarily be an integral part of a properly performed operation. 

The collaborators of this work have displayed excellent judgment 
in many places by omitting to include in their additions to the text a 
number of operations recently in vogue, but not destined to be 
accepted as “good surgery.” 

Ciiari.es L. Giuson. 


The Modern Treatment of Wounds. By John R. Summers, Jr., 

M.D. Omaha: Medical Publishing Company, 1899. 

This little book touches upon the salient points of the surgery of 
wounds. Its author has not attempted to prepare an elaborate work, 
but has set down his own views concerning the general principles of 
the treatment of wounds. On the whole these views are sound. The 
book has much the style of a primer, and this, together with the 
meagreness of details and technique, makes it to read like a popular 
work for lay instruction. 

“ It ought to be borne in mind that any injury which leaves a 
orcign body other than a bullet in the tissues is liable to be followed 
by tetanus" is hardly a fair sample of the general tone of the work; 
nor is this, “ Punctured wounds are met with most commonly in the 
feet and hands, and are often followed by serious consequences.” 
The author says: “The treatment of all contused, lacerated, and 
punctured wounds belongs strictly to antiseptic and not to aseptic 
surgery.” 

In punctured wounds of the brain inflicted through the optic 
foramen the author advises enucleation of the eye-ball, even if it is 
not injured. Me says, “ In such a case, even if the globe of the eye 
is not injured, the optic nerve probably is; and in any case it is 
better to sacrifice the eye than to invite secondary inflammatory con¬ 
ditions in the orbit, and may be in the brain." 

Now we come to wounds of the heart: “A wound of the heart 
bad better be left to nature. She sometimes brings about recovery.” 
There is better advice in the following: “ Operations which in them- 
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selves are serious should not be undertaken upon moribund patients. 
To perforin a tracheotomy upon a patient about to die from suffoca¬ 
tion is praiseworthy and a duty. An abdominal section done upon a 
patient in like condition from a grave intra-abdominal lesion, the ac¬ 
curate repair of which, even under rather favorable circumstances, 
requires much time and manipulation, is a mistake.” 

Here is a comment on some of the author’s society experiences 
with his colleagues: 11 One may well wonder, when casually viewing 
the hands of some general practitioners and surgeons as we meet them 
in consultation or socially, would it be possible for such hands to be so 
washed as to be surgically clean.” The author is a strong advocate of 
the use of rubber gloves in surgery. During the time that he has been 
operating with the gloves his results have been more gratifying than 
formerly. 

James P. Wauhasse. 

Mount Sinai Hospital Reports. Vol. 1 . For 1898. Kditcd for 

the Medical Hoard by Paui. F. Mundk, M.D., ],L.D. 1899. 

8vo. Illustrated. Pp. 344. 

To the list of those medical institutions who are resolved that 
hereafter their publications shall be more than a mere compilation of 
statistics is to be added the name of the Mount Sinai Hospital of 
New York City. 

Medicine, surgery, and pediatrics are the three chief hospital 
divisions; but the lesser departments devoted to genito-urinary dis¬ 
eases and to the affections of the eye and ear also exist, and each is 
represented in the initial volume. 

The general plan followed in each service is to begin with a sum¬ 
mary of all the work done, and then, in a series of more or less elab¬ 
orate articles, describe in detail some of the most important diseases 
encountered. Thus, in medicine, Dr. J. Rudisch reports the series of 
typhoid cases observed between 1883 and 1898; and this report is 
supplemented by two others, one upon the results of the Widal test 
(Alfred Meyer), and the other by the technique employed in its use 



